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M arch 12, 2001

Gay Canddaria
SQuperintendent, Wrangell-S. Elias Nationd Park and Preserve

P.O. Box 439
Copper Center, AK 99573

Dear Mr. Canddaria

The Sate of Alaskahas reviewed the Environmenta A ssessment (EA) for development of the
CryddlineHills Tral in Wrangdl-S. Elias Nationa Park and Preserve. This letter represents
the consolidated comments of the Stat€'s resource agencies.

The Sae supports Nationa Park Service (NPS) efforts to expand recreational facilities on
parklandsin Alaska Thistrail will become an important addition tothispark's repertoire, and
taken together with similar improvements underway in other parks, enhances the ability of the
NPSto respond to cals for increased park access in Alaska.

The Crystaline Hills has long been recognized as an areawith good wildlife viewing, and the
loca geography lends itself totral development. The proposed tral is consistent with the

M cCarthy Road Scenic Corridor Plan which recommends a Cry stdline Hills/M oose Lake

Way side "to enhance visua and physicd access into the Crygdline Hills for wildlif e viewing
and recreationa hikingopportunities” in this area. The Scenic Corridor Plan, released in
November 1997, was prepared jointly by the NPS, the Alaska Dgpartment of Naura Resources
and the Alaska Department of Trangportaion and Public Facilities.

We do have a concern about the EA's minimal discussion of existing activities and possible
impacts tothese activities from trail development. Asyou know, the Crygaline Hills areahas
long been used by sheep hunters. Theareais currently open for shegp from August 10 —
September 20 by gate harvest permit or federa subsistence regstration permit. Currently, the
environmenta consequences section states:

Some sport hunting activities, such as bear baiting stations, could be restricted
immediately adjacent to thetrail, limiting some visitor activitiesinthearea. Accessin



generd for hunters on foot would be slightly improved by this new accesspoint. Users
who currently hike or hunt in the areawould encounter other usersif they used thetral.

Further, under the Impacts of AlternativeM atrix, “ additiona harvest of grouse, moose, sheep,
and or bear may be anticipated dueto increased access,” y et the matrix indicates there would be
no impact to subsistence. For future reference, the EA should have provided more specific
information about past and current use of the areaby sheep hunters and anticipated impacts on
futureuse. If you have not aready done so, we suggest these tapics be discussed withthe area
Wildlife Division staff prior to issuingaFinding of No Significant Impact (FONS).

The EA dso appears to haveleft out discussion of possible impacts from avalanches or other
geologc hazards. We suggest geologic hazards be assessed prior to issuingthe FONS gven the
presence of steep slopes above thetrail. Thereis bench abovethe proposed tral route tha may
substartialy pratect thetrail from ava anche impact, but an evauation is needed.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please contact meif you have questions.
Sncerdly,
ISY

HAly Gibert
Sae CSU Coordinator

cc.  JohnKatz, Governor's Office, Washington, D.C.
Pat Galvin, Director, Division of Governmenta Coordination
Pat Pourchot, Commissioner, Depatment of Natura Resources
Frank Rue, Commissioner, Department of Fish and Game
Joseph Perkins, Commissioner, Department of Trangportation and Public Facilities
Deborah Sedwick, Commissioner, Dept of Commerce and Economic Development



